


Our Mission:

ICAN empowers Iowans to find success
in career, college, and life.



Career Exploration 
and Assessment

College Exploration

Paying for College

College Visits

College Selection & Applications

Scholarship Process

CSS Profile

Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

FAFSA/Financial Aid Offer Review

Understanding Student Loans

Alternative Funding Options for 
College

ICAN Advising Services

To Schedule a Virtual Appointment:

Call (877) 272-4692 or visit ICANsucceed.org/apt



Visit ICANsucceed.org/materials



Apply for College

Senior Year
– Finish high school strong (academics/involvement)

– Have two to five schools you’re serious about and apply

– Beware of deadlines (admission, scholarship, housing and financial aid)



Apply for College

Parts of application
– Basic demographic information
– College essay
– Official high school transcript
– ACT/SAT scores
– Letters of recommendation
– Activity resume
– Fees (if any)
– Interview
– Any other steps required by schools



Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID

FSA ID serves as 
your legal signature

Create the FSA ID at
– www.studentaid.gov 

EVERYONE will need an FSA 
ID to access the form

http://www.studentaid.gov/


When to File the FAFSA

FAFSA is available late December 2023/January 2024

Each school has a priority date
– Priority date is the recommended filing date

– File by priority date for the best chance at financial aid

– Applying to multiple schools? – Use the earliest date



Tips for Filing the FAFSA

Have federal tax forms and W2s on hand

Read the directions carefully

Ask questions

Keep a copy for your records

Complete the FAFSA each year



FAFSA Ready Iowa Events

Goal: 60% statewide completion

2022-2023: 54.5% completion rate

Free assistance program offering help
completing the FAFSA

Events held
– ICAN Centers (virtually and in-person)

– School-Based Events (grant or sponsored)

– Community-Based Events (hosted by partner sites – walk-in basis)

For more information

www.ICANsucceed.org/FAFSAreadyIA



Types of Financial Aid

Gift aid
– Grants and scholarships

– Merit-based and need-based

Self-help aid
– Work-study

– Loans



Activities Resume

School information

Academic information

Activities
– Number of activities
– Years in activities
– Leadership in activities

Honors/awards/talents

Community Service

Volunteer Work



Private Scholarships

Check with your school counselor

Employers (yours, parents’, etc.)

Professional & Religious organizations

Local businesses

Learn the process at ICANsucceed.org/scholarships

Search online and use apps

http://www.icansucceed.org/scholarships


Scholarships Online & Apps

Websites
– ICANsucceed.org/ICAN-scholarship-database

– iowacollegeaid.gov

– finaid.org/

– https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/

– Bigfuture.collegeboard.org

http://www.icansucceed.org/scholarships
http://www.finaid.org/
https://finaid.org/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/


Scholarships Online & Apps

Apps
– Scholarsapp.com

– scholarships.com

– Fastweb.com

– Goingmerry.com

– Myscholly.com

http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/


How Can Parents Help?

Layout family expectations early so there are no surprises

Academic - Grade expectations and consequences

Financial - Who’s paying the bills?
– Where will spending money come from?

– Are there spending limits?

– Are credit cards part of the plan?

Social Life - Is a car going to campus?
– Whose car and when can it be used?



• Tip of the Week Video

• Grade-Level Alerts

• Event Alerts & Reminders

• Social Media



ICANsucceed.org





ISL Education Lending Scholarship

 45 $1,000 deposits into college savings accounts

 Open to Iowa residents who are:
– Iowa high school student
– Undergraduate college students
– Parents/guardians or individuals who hold College Savings Iowa accounts for the student

 Open September 1–November 30, 2023

 Recipients chosen through random drawings

 Educational components
– Tips with multiple-choice questions at registration
– Emailed tips throughout program period

www.IowaStudentLoan.org/CollegeSavings 

http://www.iowastudentloan.org/CollegeSavings


SP3 – Student Planning Pointers for Parents

• Email service for parents of students in 8th through 12th grade

• The email service is designed to help parents and their students plan for 

education and training after high school by:

– Giving timely information based on the grade of the student and time of the year

– Helping prompt conversations between parents and students about preparing for 

life after high school

• How It Works

– Register at www.SP3.org

– Receive two emails per month on relevant topics

– Use the tools and tips with your student

– Be entered into quarterly drawings for 529 colleges savings plan deposits 

(40 winners of $250 deposits each quarter)

http://www.sp3.org/


Virtual College Coach - Texting

● What? 

○ College coach to guide you through the 

college-going process via text

● Why? 

○ Your coach is available to answer 

questions right through your phone! 

○ Assistance navigating the college-going 

process

○ Guidance through the summer transition

● Who? 

○ High school students, grades 9-12

○ High school student parents, grades 9-12



Text with your Virtual College Coach

● Receive tips & reminders throughout the 

college-going steps:

○ Prepare

○ Apply

○ Finance

○ Decide

○ Go

● Deadline-driven:

○ Scholarship Alerts 

○ FAFSA Completion

○ Submitting Applications

● Information about state-wide or regional 

college-going events



Sign Up!

Students & parents can sign up for text message support on our webpage: 

www.IowaCollegeAid.gov/VirtualCoach

Or scan the QR Code:

Texting Opt-In: 

http://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/VirtualCoach
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