
$50
Staying connected with a cell phone.

$15
Leslie needed to buy supplies for art class; she charged 
$30 but will only pay the minimum monthly payment 
of $15.

$200
A reliable used car gets Leslie back and forth to her 
job and lets her hang out with friends on weekends.  
Her car payment, gas and regular maintenance cost 
Leslie $200 last month.

-$20
Leslie borrows unsubsidized loans and puts away $20 a 
month for the accrued interest.

$450
Leslie works part time off campus to earn extra 
spending money during the school year.  She also 
works during summer break.  Each month, she budgets 
$450 of her earnings for spending money.

$50
Leslie celebrated her birthday last month, and a few 
family members showered her with $50 in extra 
spending money.

$100
Leslie eats on campus as much as possible using her meal 
plan.  She and friends like to go out for dinner once a 
week, though, and she also keeps some groceries handy 
in case she misses a campus meal.  Last month, Leslie 
spent $100 on food.

$30
Trip to Wal-Mart.

$30
Shopping trip with friends for clothes.

$50
Leslie spent $50 on entertainment this month.  She and 
her girlfriends needed a break from studying and spent 
a Saturday afternoon taking in the newest movie with 
popcorn and drinks.  Three nights at the local coffee 
shop, a Netflix subscription and a couple of basketball 
games where she cheered on the team rounded out her 
entertainment plans for the month.

$15
Leslie’s father has stressed the importance of saving part 
of her earnings each month since she started working 
summer jobs when she was 16.  Leslie puts $15 a month 
from her job into her savings account.
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